
Legal	recommendation	on	WEEE	data	collection,	registry	and	traceability	
	
WEEE	and	EEE	traceability	is	a	crucial	condition	for	setting	a	sound	e-waste	management	system.	It	
allows	not	only	to	monitor	the	compliance	of	the	stakeholders	involved	in	the	e-waste	system	both	
on	national	scale	and	 from	abroad,	but	also	–	 from	a	 legislative	and	 financial	perspective	–	 to	set	
performances’	targets	and	long	terms	effective	policies.		
	
The	 WEEE	 Directive1sets	 recommendations	 to	 ensure	 EEE	 and	 WEEE	 flows	 traceability	 and	
reporting	methodologies.	 Particularly,	 the	 establishment	of	 a	 registry	of	EEE	and	WEEE	 flows	on	
national	 scale	 is	 considered	 the	 best	 tool	 for	 this	 purpose.	 According	 to	 the	 Directive,	 Member	
States	 are	 requested	 to	 draw	 up	 a	 registry	 of	 EEE	 producers2	and	WEEE	 collection	 information	
annually,	 including	 substantiated	 estimates,	 quantities,	 categories	 of	 EEE	 put	 on	 the	market	 and	
WEEE	collected	through	all	routes,	even	reused,	recycled	and	recovered	appliances.	The	report	also	
has	to	contain	exported	e-waste.	
	
Establishment	of	a	register	of	producers		
	 	
The	register:	
	

- Should	be	on-line,	easy	to	access	and	user-friendly;	
- Should	 allow	users	 to	 report	 all	 the	 relevant	 information	 regarding	EEE	PoM	 (put	 on	 the	

market)	-	a	legislative	example	of	information	to	be	put	in	the	registry	is	contained	in	Annex	
X	of	the	WEEE	Directive	2012/19/EU	and	reported	in	figure	1;	

- Should	possibly	include	links	to	other	national	registers	to	facilitate	in	case	registrations	in	
different	countries.	In	this	respect,	a	joint	effort	of	harmonization	should	be	put	in	place	on	
international	level	(a	legislative	example	of	criteria	for	used	EEE	shipments	is	contained	in	
Annex	VI	of	the	WEEE	Directive	2012/19/EU	and	reported	in	figure	2).	

- Should	include	a	section	to	report	volumes	of	WEEE	separately	collected,	in	accordance	to	
the	EPR	principle;	

- Should	allow	producers	 to	 register	both	via	an	 individual	 registration	and	via	 compliance	
schemes	

	
Entities	in	charge	of	hosting	and	managing	the	register	can	vary	in	their	juridical	status	depending	
on	the	member	state.	Here	are	some	examples:	
	

- A	public	entity	specifically	established	for	this	purpose,	like	the	Society	for	the	Environment	
under	the	Italian	Chamber	of	Commerce	in	Italy;	

- A	public-private	entity	like	the	Foundation	Elektro-Altgeraete	Register	(EAR)	in	Germany;	
- A	private	entity	like	producers,	as	the	WEEECycle	in	Ireland;			

	
Entities	in	charge	of	providing	high-level	guidelines	on	the	status	and	contents	of	the	registry	can	
equally	vary	depending	on	the	member	state.	Here	are	some	examples:	
	

																																								 																					
1 2012/19/EU	
2	Included	producers	supplying	EEE	by	means	of	distance	communication	or	their	authorized	representatives	2	Included	producers	supplying	EEE	by	means	of	distance	communication	or	their	authorized	representatives	
in	the	country	they	are	selling	to.	



- A	 public	 entity	 specifically	 dedicated	 to	 monitoring	 activities	 on	 e-waste	 management	
systems,	 like	 the	 Italian	 Committee	 of	 Vigilance	 and	 Control,	 an	 inter-ministerial	 body	
chaired	by	the	Ministry	of	the	Environment;	

- A	private	entity	like	a	PRO.	
	
Figure	 1	 -	 Example	 of	 information	 to	 be	 put	 in	 the	 registry	 by	 producers	 or	 their	 authorized	
representative	-	Annex	X	of	Directive	2012/19/EU	

	
(Ref.	http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:197:0038:0071:en:PDF	)	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Figure	2	-	Criteria	for	used	EEE	shipments	to	avoid	WEEE	dumping	-	Annex	VI	of	Directive	
2012/19/EU	

	



	

	
(Ref.	http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:197:0038:0071:en:PDF	)	

	
Reporting	and	data	provision	methodologies		
	

• The	potential	contribution	of	EEE	retailers	
	
EEE	retailers	can	be	involved	in	the	process	of	EEE	and	WEEE	flows	assessment.	In	countries	like	
Italy	and	France	they	are	recalled	to	take	part	in	the	e-waste	management	supply	chain.	In	this	case	
they	apply	a	principle	called	‘one-to-one’	or	‘one-to-zero’3,	according	to	which	they	are	requested	to	

																																								 																					
3 Depending	on	the	typology	of	appliances	and	the	profile	of	retailer. 



collect	WEEE	returned	to	the	shop	by	the	consumer,	and	then	ensure	the	proper	management	of	the	
same	by	contacting	a	certified	service	provider	or	a	compliance	scheme.	
In	 accomplishing	 this	 task,	 retailers	 keep	 accounting	 records	 that	 show	WEEE	 transiting	 in	 their	
shops.	Thus,	the	role	of	retailers	should	be	recognized	as	a	good	contribution	to	rebuild	the	flows	of	
EEE	and	WEEE	transiting	in	a	country	or	into	a	specific	geographic	buffer.		
	
	
To	further	monitor	the	contribution	of	retailers	to	e-waste	management,	additional	schemes	can	be	
established.	An	example	is	represented	by	the	Italian	case,	where	EEE	retailers	managing	WEEE	are	
requested	to	register	to	the	national	registry	of	environmental	managers,	hosted	at	the	Ministry	of	
Environment.	This	approved	to	be	a	good	way	to	strengthen	the	activities	of	control	and	monitoring	
in	the	field	of	e-waste	management.		
	

• The	potential	contribution	of	the	social	and	secondary	economy	sector	
	
Operators	belonging	 to	 the	so	called	 ‘third	sector’,	or	 ‘social	and	solidarity	economy’	sector	 (SSE)	
can	also	 contribute	 to	 record	 flows	of	used	EEE	and	WEEE	 transiting	 into	a	 country	or	a	 specific	
geographic	 buffer.	 In	 this	 case	 they	 report	 the	 volumes	 of	 WEEE	 and	 UEEE	 they	 received	 from	
households,	 the	amount	of	 those	actually	refurbished	and	re-PoM	(put	on	the	market)	and	 finally	
those	returned	to	the	e-waste	management	system	as	not	recoverable.	They	record	this	flows	via	an	
internal	accountability	and	via	communications	to	a	compliance	scheme	they	are	under	agreement	
with,	as	is	the	case	in	France.		
	
• The	potential	contribution	of	municipalities	
	
Municipalities	 should	 keep	 accounting	 records	 of	 waste	 collected	 and	 eventually	 treated	 and/or	
disposed	 of.	 Thus,	 another	 channel	 to	 monitor	 at	 least	 WEEE	 flows	 –	 a	 proxy	 figure	 of	 WEEE	
generated	and	WEEE	collected-	is	represented	by	municipal	statistics.		
Municipalities	can	then	have	different	reporting	methodologies	and	different	streams	to	report.	In	
Europe	 WEEE	 streams	 are	 mostly	 recorded	 as	 separate	 item,	 but	 sometimes	 –	 due	 to	 the	 low	
volumes	of	WEEE	generated/collected	on	the	total	rate	of	households	waste	–	this	are	recorded	by	
local	authorities	within	an	aggregated	item	which	put	together	quantitatively	‘minor’	streams.	
	
The	option	of	recording	WEEE	flows	via	municipal	statistics	is	feasible	just	where	local	authorities	
manage	the	separate	collection.	
	


